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He has risen! He had risen indeed!

If were doing a literary annalist of God’s upper story this morning chapter of the Story would be called the climax. Everything up until now has pointed to this very point.

And from here out, the rest of the Bible will be how this climax is resolved, is worked out.

In Luke 24:25-27 we find Jesus shortly after the resurrection walking on the road to Emmaus, a town about seven miles from Jerusalem with two of the disciples. At first the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus.

The disciples shared how their master had been curcidied and that now his body was missing.

Then in verse 25 of chapter 24 we read: Jesus…“said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

Over the last 27 weeks we have seen God at work bringing about His upper story in the lives and lower stories of His people.

Jesus is second person when God says let us make men and women in our image.

Jesus is the offspring of the woman who crushes the head of the serpent Satan.

Jesus is the one who shuts the door to Noah’s ark.

Jesus is the one to whom Abraham bowed and gave offerings to, the mysterious priest named Melchizedick, who scripture tells us had neither beginning of days nor end of life. 

Jesus is the visitor who told Sarah that in one year’s time she would bear a son.

Jesus is the wrestler who touched the hip of Jacob at Bethel. 

Jesus is the dream interpreter for Joseph. 

Jesus is the blood of the lamb of Moses’ Passover.

Jesus is the captain of the Lord of Host for Joshua.

Jesus is the Shepard for David.

Jesus is mighty God, everlasting God and prince of peace for Isaiah.

Jesus is the driver of Elisha’s chariot of fire.

Jesus is the 4th guy in the fiery furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

Jesus is the closer of the lions’ mouths for Daniel’s den.

Jesus is the breath of Ezekiel’s dry bones.

Jesus is the forgiver of sin and the forgiver of unrighteousness in Jeremiah.

Jesus is the messenger of the new covenant we desire says Malachi.

Jesus is the King of kings in Matthew.

Jesus is the Suffering Servant in Mark/.

Jesus is the Son of Man in Luke.

Jesus is the Son of God in John.

Jesus is the son of David, the son of Marry, the son of God.

Jesus is the word made flesh, the light and the life of the world.

Jesus is the one and only Son who is God himself.

Jesus is Jesus the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

Jesus is the way the truth and the life.

Jesus is the true vine.

And in John chapter 10 we see that Jesus is the good Shepherd.

Turn there with me if you would to John 10 starting in verse 14:

Jesus says “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 
17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 

Jesus’ death and resurrection has been a part of God’s plan for the salvation of the world from the very beginning.

And it has always been under God’s full control. 
No one could kill Jesus without his consent. No individual, group, or government had the power to kill Christ. 

He voluntarily died for our sins. He willing died for you!

Jesus is all that and more.

But here is one thing Jesus will not do. He will not make you receive Him. You have to make that choice. All of us will at one point.

Who do you say that He is? What do you believe he has done for you?

Of the Friday before Easter, three men went up to Golgotha. All three had been condemned…all three would die.

Each had a choice to make.

Jesus chose to willing die, to take our sin, guilt and punishment in order for us to be saved.

On chose to reject Jesus all together.

Luke 23:39-43 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 

This man mocked Jesus by refusing to take his powers seriously in the light of who Jesus really is.

But another chose life.

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." 

42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

Oh the irony of it all...Jesus, the only man who was ever without sin hung dying on a cross between two criminals. 

One criminal taunted Jesus until the end.  But the other one reprimanded him: “We are punished justly, for we are getting what we deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 

And then he turned to Christ and made his plea: “Jesus, when you get to heaven, remember me.” Jesus’ reply: “Today, today you will be with in paradise.”

Three men hung on crosses that day.
Three Crosses: 
1. The middle = the Savior 
2. One side a saved sinner 
3. The other side – a condemned sinner 

And for us we have something that neither of these men who died had. We have something that no one from Adam and Eve to the thief on the cross had.

We have the empty tomb! The empty tomb is God’s Amen on Christ sacrifice.

No other event in human history has more historical evidence to support it.

The empty tomb changes everything! Or as least it should.

How can we sit on this sit of the stone and look in and see the empty tomb and sit by idle, ho-hum just another day. Nothing special today!
What!? Jesus Christ is alive!!!!!!!

Friends it’s time to wake up! It’s time to get excited and it’s time to get moving.
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